The medical examination of commercial divers for work in the North Sea under the Diving Operations at Work Regulation 1981 follows the scheme devised for the underwater engineering group of the Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA).' Obesity is one of the factors taken into consideration in deciding whether or not a man is medically fit to dive, as susceptibility to decompression sickness is related to the amount of body fat. It is therefore suggested that a diver whose weight is more than 20% above his recommended weight given by accepted height-age tables should not be allowed to dive until he has lost sufficient weight. 20-24, 25-29, 30-39 , and to men with heights between 5'6" (1.68 m) and 6'1" (1-85 m) at intervals of one inch (0-025 m). With this restriction the smallest number of divers in any age-height group was 26.
Results
The weights of men aged 20-24, 25-29, and 30-39 for divers, Documenta Geigy average men, and Kemsley standard men are given in table 1 for heights between 5'6" and 6'1", and these values are also shown in the figure.
Although Table 2 shows mean weights of divers and estimated standard deviations compared with the Documenta Geigy average weights for heights from 
